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BIRELI LAGRENE QUARTET

ELEGANT PEOPLE

Pee Wee Records PW 1021:
5234

In hiz latest recording with

his quartet Bireli Lagrene
demonstrates how much wider
is his range than the gypsy jazz
with which he made his name.
Jean-Yves Jung on plane, Willam
Brunard (bass) and drummer
Raphael Pannier provide a
perfectly integrated setting

for his harmonic and melodic
ducking and diving.

The opening track, Elegant People,
proves a bold re-working of

the Weather Report tune. The
CD begins with an explosion

of guitar artistry backed by the
hard-edged drums of Pannier
Lagrene leaves us in no doubt
about his prodigious fluency and
Jung offsets this with a dynamic
plano solo. The pace doecsn't drop
on Flair either, a re-working of
Giant Steps, with Pannier again

to the fore, disphying instinctive
understanding with his leader.

It comes as a surprise after these
high-powered tracks to find two
successive tracks where delicacy
prevails over power: A Time for
Love = otherworldly guitar sound
elaborating on the melody — and,
best of all, My Foolish Meart.a
beautiful statement of the great
melody followed by a sensitive
solo from Brunard on bass. This
mood then disappears from the
album unul the last track. the
unexpected choice of Gilbert
O'Sullivan’s Clair, where Lagrene’s
improvisations lead us deeper
into the melody before the track
finishes in the same cheerful
mood as in the opening, with
Lagrene now singing along,

For mysel | particularly enjoyed
New Blues, Lagrene and Pannier
uncompromisingly powerful, and
W 48th Street. with its appealing
melody brought out with
admirable clarity by the whole

group.
RON SIMPSON




Fibonacci Guitars

For The Serious Guitar Player

Bireli Lagrene

New AlBum Out Now!
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